Boarshead
Trail Summary
Trail

: SUSSTR0039

Activity

: Walk

Type

: Pub

Author

: Ben Perkins

Distance

: 2.8 miles / 4.5 kms

Ascent

: 420 feet / 128 metres

Location

: TQ534326 / TN6 3GR

Deep in the heart of the High Weald, a long and beautiful valley opens out to the north
of the busy hilltop town of Crowborough. Rising in thick woodland, twin streams flow
along the fertile farmed valley floor flanked by well-wooded slopes, on course to join the
River Medway near Groombridge. Our walk crosses and recrosses the upper end of this
valley, following a varied route, down through a well-tended orchard, across pasture and
arable fields and steadily up amidst delightful semi-natural woodland, a good spot for
bluebells in the late spring. The return route along part of the Sussex Border Path uses
two sunken tracks lined by high banks, a characteristic feature of this rich sandstone
landscape.

The trail has been taken from the book Pub Strolls in East Sussex by Ben Perkins. It has
been reproduced with the kind permission of the publisher, Countryside Books.

Trail Description
1. From the pub, walk back along the old road and left along the new access link out to
the A26. Cross the main road, turn right and after a few yards go left through a
swing gate beside a large double gate. Follow a well-signed path forward through an
orchard, then right as directed by a finger post. Shortly, at a path junction, turn left,
descending along the right edge of the orchard to a stile and on down into a beautiful
well-wooded valley.
2. At the bottom of the hill go ahead over a wide culvert, forward up a low bank and
then bear right along a right field edge. After 60 yards, at a four arm sign, ignore
paths to right and left and head out across a large field, over a low summit and down
to enter woodland over a stile. A few yards beyond a stream, at a path junction, bear
left on a wider path along the valley and then steadily up. At a junction of four paths,
go ahead, veering slightly left. Go straight over a wide crossing track and climb on a
narrower path which brings you out to a wide farm track at the top of the hill.
3. Turn right. After a little over 1/2 mile, just after the track bears round to the left at
the corner of the wood, turn right along a signed headland path with a hedge, left.
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After about 150 yards turn right along a trodden crossing path which skirts to the
right of an isolated tree clump and drops diagonally down across a field.
4. At the bottom, cross a stile and bear left along a hedged track which crosses a
stream and climbs, soon between banks. At a T-junction turn right and follow
another clear path which continues obliquely up the hill, soon once again between
high sandstone banks. At the top you will emerge at a fine viewpoint.
5. Join a drive over a stile and bear right along it, past Renby Grange and out to the
A26. Cross the road using the ramped paths provided and go forward along the
redundant loop of the old A26 back to the start.

The Boar's Head Inn
Occupying a prime position in the middle of exceptional walking country, this fine old
pub, dating from 1636, is a popular watering hole for walkers and rambling groups. The
spacious bar area with exposed beams and inglenook fireplace is complemented by two
dining areas which open out at the back onto a sheltered patio garden from which you
can enjoy a wide view eastwards towards Rotherfield.
Beers on hand pump are currently Harveys Sussex Ale, Flowers IPA and Wadworth 6X.
The extensive food menu includes a full range of bar snacks and is notable for a choice
of home cooked pies such as steak and kidney and chicken and ham. The puddings on
display in the cool cabinet included, when I was there, a delicious-looking pear and
peach strudel and raspberry cheesecake. Well-behaved dogs are welcome in the bar but
the pub does not have a children's licence so youngsters must be confined to the garden
or restaurant area. Tel. 01892 652412.

Groombridge Place
The gardens at Groombridge Place, a few miles to the north, have been developed as a
major tourist attraction, with featured areas such as an 'enchanted forest', a 'drunken
garden' and The Mad Hatter's Tea Room, all open daily during the summer. Telephone:
01892 863999.
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Location
Boarshead is on the A26 Uckfield to Tunsbridge Wells Road about 1 mile north of
Crowborough. The Boar's Head Inn is set back to the east of the main road at the
southern end of a redundant loop of the old A26. There is parking in the pub car park
(with permission) or in various places along the old A26, now a quiet cul-de-sac.
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