Hawkley
Trail

: HAMPTR0038

Activity

: Walk

Type

: Pub

Terrain

: Towpaths and Cycle Tracks

Author

: Anne-Marie Edwards

Distance

: 3.2 miles / 5.1 kms

Ascent

: 633 feet / 193 metres

Location

: SU746291 / GU33 6NE

Church Tower, Hawkley
© Nigel Chadwick

The Green at Hawkley
© Basher Eyre

Hawkley Hanger
© Keith Rose

Trail Summary
Dramatic scenery and spectacular views are your reward on this superb walk in
Hampshire's famous 'hanger' countryside. Hawkley lies in a quiet valley in the shade of
one of the most beautiful of these steep, densely-wooded escarpments. It is a small,
very attractive village, with houses neatly set around a green and an appealing Victorian
church. Our walk leads through the woods along the foot of the hanger, then climbs
gently to the top, a fine viewpoint. We descend the down into another valley beside a
manor then take more woodland paths round the hanger to return to the village.

Trail Details
1. With your back to the pub entrance turn right down the lane into the village.
Leave the green on your right and bear left at the junction, following the sign for
Oakshott, Prior's Dean and Wheatham.
2. After about 50 yards turn right, along a concrete track, following the bridleway
sign. This passes garages and becomes a narrow path with a field on the left and
a hedge on the right. The path climbs gently up the field towards the wooded
hanger and runs through a tunnel-like entrance into the trees to a signpost.
3. Turn right and follow the woodland path along the foot of the hanger. Tangled
woods of beech and yew wreathed in wild clematis clothe the steep slope on your
left. Follow the path, keep mainly to the edge of the wood, for about 0.75 mile
until just after a right-hand bend the path divides.
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4. Keep straight ahead (left-hand path) to climb the side of the hanger. This wild
country is popular with badgers as they can tunnel under the soft earth around
the yew tree roots. At the top, the path curves left to emerge from the trees into
an open field.
5. Follow the side of the field with woods, then a hedge, on your right. At the end of
the field keep straight on down a narrow path (possibly a little overgrown)
between hedges for just a few yards, then follow the side of a field, hedge on the
right, down a wide grassy path into the valley. A church and manor house are on
your right.
6. When you come to the lane turn left for about 1/4 mile past a telephone
exchange to a bridleway sign on the left just before the lane drops downhill.
7. Take this path to walk through the trees along the top of the hanger. The path
curves right then left a little uphill to leave the trees. Continue across a small
field to walk downhill through woods once more. On your right the trees part to
give wonderful valley views. Pass a path on the right to meet our earlier path at
the entrance to the woods.
8. Retrace your steps beside the field with the hedge on your left, turning left along
the lane into the village and right to return to the pub and your car.

The Hawkley Inn
As you would expect in this remote countryside, the Hawkley Inn is a genuine, rustic
village pub. The bar opens straight onto the village street, you are greeted with friendly
nods and smiles and you enjoy your drink or meal at simple wooden tables. A moose
with pink spectacles keeps an eye on the proceedings. But do not be deceived! This is a
good food pub and a good ale pub. The sign outside displays the head of a moose so it
is a 'free house'! Several of the excellent real ales are brewed locally and when we called
the list included the Burton Bridge ale Stairway to Heaven, Bateman's XXXB, Beckett's
Amber and RCH Pitchfork. Homemade cider is available in summer and there is a choice
of seven wines. Among more usual dishes such as spicy sausages and mash the menu
offers some interesting different meals; the selection we were offered included
ratatouille with goat's cheese or Stilton, rabbit and wild mushroom terrine and grilled
duck breast with green peppercorn sauce.
Opening times are 12 noon to 2.30 pm (3 pm on Saturday) and 6 pm to 11 pm; Sunday
12 noon to 3 pm and 7 pm to 10.30 pm. Meals are served from 12 noon to 2 pm and
from 7 pm 9.30 pm (no evening meals on Sundays). Children are welcome until 8 pm
and so are well-behaved dogs on leads. There is a large garden with a safe play area.
Telephone: 01730 827205.

Places of Interest Nearby
The Wakes, Selborne, to the north of Hawkley. This was the home of Gilbert White,
author of the delightful The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. Opening times
vary. Telephone: 01420 511275.
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Location Details
The trail starts at the Hawkley Inn. Hawkley is 5 miles north of Petersfield. The best
approach is via the A3, take the turning for Liss and in west Liss head west for Hawkley
for about 3 miles. The Hawkley Inn is on your right. Park in the lane near the pub.
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